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Community Action of 
Southeast Iowa is dedicated 
to alleviating the conditions 
and causes of poverty by 
building partnerships and 
strengthening people 
through quality services.

Mission:



History
• Community Action Agencies began by an act of legislation 

as a part of the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 by 
President Lyndon Johnson. This was a part of his War on 
Poverty.

• Community Action of Southeast Iowa began in 1966.
• We are1 of 17 in Iowa and 1 of over 1000 across the 

nation.
• Each Community Action is different and responsive to 

local needs.
• Funding is provided through federal, state and local grants 

as well as local donations.



Executive Director: Sheri Wilson
Board President: Barbara Welander

• We are run by a tripartite board of 15 Local 
Representatives. 

• They represent the Low-income, Elected Officials, and 
Community Representatives

• 8 Directors Serve on Management Staff



Locations
• We have several 
locations throughout 
southeast Iowa.

• 5 Local Centers
• 2 Head Start specific 
locations

• WIC Locations are in
• 4 Churches 
• 2 Offices 

• Home Visitors travel 
throughout the area



Neighborhood 
Center

BURLINGTON



FORT MADISON



Louisa County

Marie Tallarico 
Keokuk

Tolson
Mt Pleasant



All 
Community 
Action 
Agencies 
follow 
ROMA



Those we served in 
Fiscal Year 2019
• NIFCAP (client tracking system)

• 14,628 Individuals
• 6,263 Households
• Total Population of SE IA

• 105,764
• We Served

• 13.83% of SE IA
• 88.5% of clients were below 150% of the 

Federal Poverty Level
• We serve anyone of Low Income
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Poverty In Southeast Iowa

• 12.95% of the population is below 100% 
of the Federal poverty level.

• That’s $25,750 for a family of four.
• Children are in poverty at a rate of 
22.1%

• The white population is in poverty at a 
rate of 12.84%, blacks at 49.73% and 
those of multi-race at 37.87%.



100 FPL%





- Iowa Policy Council 2019



Race and Poverty in Southeast Iowa
- Data Source: US Census Bureau,American Community Survey. 2013-17. Source geography: County and NIFCAP FY2019
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Our VISION is for people in 
southeast Iowa to have the 
opportunity to reach their 
maximum potential.



Some demographic 
data of those we 

serve: 



Gender

Age

-FY 2019 NIFCAP



Sources of Household Income
83.60%

57.30%

13.60%
5%

Income from
Employment

SSDI/SSI No Income TANF/FIP



Household Type

-FY 2019 NIFCAP



Household Size

-FY 2019 NIFCAP



Housing Type

-FY 2019 NIFCAP



Total Agency Funding FY2019 $12,746,882

Total Federal Funding $11,009,500

Total State Funding $933,739

Total Private Funding $770,744

Total In Kind Donations $738,608

WIC Vouchers Given $1,841,502

Client Assistance Expenses $2,156,875



We offer a 
variety of 

Programs and 
Services to 
alleviate the 

conditions and 
causes of poverty. 
Following are a 

listing of our 
programs and 
outcomes for 

Fiscal Year 2019.



Burlington, Mt Pleasant, Columbus 
Junction, Keokuk, Fort Madison 



Utility Assistance
• LIHEAP

• 11,844 Indv
• Emergency Local 
Utilities

• 990 Indv
• Crisis Assistance

• 731 Indv
• Furnace Repair and 
Replace

• 138 Indv











Children and families are educated, 
challenged and empowered to embrace 
their potential for success in life. 
One child, one family at a time.



Early Head Start:
94 Children
• Prenatal – 3 Years Old
• Free for qualifying 
families

• For those in school, 
job training or 
working

• Possible available 
hours 
6 AM – 6 PM



Head Start:
307 Children
• 3-5 Year olds
• Preschool
• Free for qualifying families
• Possible transportation



Child and Adult Food Care Program 
(CACFP)

427,874 Meal Reimbursements 
to Home Providers
and Day Care Centers



Preschool Scholarships
73 Children

For those up to 200% poverty level



In Crisis Situations 
2,709 People with Referrals
455 Individuals with Clothing Assistance
109 Individuals with Transportation Assistance
247 Individuals with Food Cards
48 Individuals with Homeless Assistance
29 Households in County Declared Disasters
219 Budget Counseling
101 Employment Counseling



Housing
• Emergency Rental Assistance

• 118 Households assisted with rent payments
• All local funding

• Emergency Solution Grant (ESG)
• Homeless & preventing evictions
• 31 Households

• Tennant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)
• 5 HHs
• Currently not accepting applications



70 Homes Weatherized



Senior Home Repair 
(Aged 60+)

66 Individuals Assisted



Form 
Assistance

131 Households



• 34 households assisted
• 51 households applied
• Unmet Needs
• Paperwork was done
• Bids/quotes provided by 

clients
• Max $500/household
• Over the Holiday Season

• Categories of assistance
• Beds
• Appliances
• Car repairs (tires, batteries, 

windshields)
• Medical expenses (including 

pharmacy or dental)
• Furniture
• Home repairs
• Household items 
• Miscellaneous 



Community Events
• Paint-A-Thon 

• Week of Labor Day
• Thanksgiving Dinner

• On Thanksgiving
• Day of the Child

• April
• Southeast Iowa Early 
Childhood Summit

• April
• Annual Dinner

• Select Donors & Clients 
asked to share



Volunteer Opportunities

• Head Start Classrooms
• Food Pantry
• Special Projects
• Donations

• Certain Things
• Contact local center
• Finances

• 189Volunteers 
• 2,827 hours



Partnerships
• We are stronger together.
• Those in poverty have a variety of needs 
and it takes the community working 
together to help.

• 210 Documented Partnerships
• A variety of resources can be found on 
our website:

• http://caofseia.org/resources/

http://caofseia.org/resources/


Website: caofseia.org

http://caofseia.org/


• Help us spread 
the word

• Share area 
information

• Information on 
successes and 
results

• Highlight 
partnerships
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