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November 5, 2020 

 

We have been notified, due to a recent increase in positive COVID cases in Des Moines County, that 

both the Burlington and West Burlington School Districts have decided to go to a fully virtual format 

for a minimum of 2 weeks. Our leadership team met to consider the best option for children, families, 

and staff.  

 

After careful consideration, the decision was made to continue with in-person services for as long as 

possible to benefit the children educationally and emotionally. Our safety procedures and protocols 

have assisted our centers in having no current positive cases and limited cases of second-hand 

exposure. We will continue with our strict cleaning and social distancing measures in order to be able 

to maintain open classrooms for as long as possible.  

 

The directive from the Office of Head Start that came out in the spring of 2020, allowed programs to 

continue to pay staff through center closures.  This directive expired in September 2020. Therefore, 

at this time, IF our centers need to close due to increasing positivity rates, staff will only receive pay 

for actual hours worked. Our full virtual program plan currently includes meal delivery, class dojo and 

Ready Rosie, individual child virtual meetings, and other tasks that will provide hours for staff to 

work. Please keep in close touch with your site leader, should we go full virtual, to make sure all jobs 

are covered and what you can do to help during this chaotic time. 

 

Please know that we have the safety and overall well-being of everyone involved as our first priority. 

We all know how beneficial our program is to our children and we want to continue to provide for 

their educational and social/emotional needs as much as possible.  

 

Thank you for your continued dedication to our children. 

 

 

Matthew LeClere, Ed.S. 

Director Head Start/Early Head Start  

Community Action of Southeast Iowa 
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